 What is an IEP?

· IEP stands for ________________________________________________ (IEP). The IEP is a written __________ document that describes the ___________________ plan for a student with a disability. 

· Among other things, your IEP talks about:

· your ______________________

· what skills you need to learn

· what you'll do in school this year

· what ________________ your school will provide

· where your learning will take place. 

Why Do Students With Disabilities Need an IEP?
· First, it's the ___________. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires each student with disabilities who receives special education services to have an IEP an educational program written just for him or her. 

· Second, the IEP _________________________________________. It also helps you plan educational goals for yourself. That is why it is called an IEP because it is an individualized education program. 

What is the Purpose of an IEP?
· The purpose of the IEP is to make sure that everyone (you, your family, and school staff) knows what your __________________________ will be this year. 

Where is the IEP Developed?

· The IEP is developed during an ______________________. The people who are concerned with your education meet, discuss, and develop your IEP goals for the next year. 

Who Comes to the IEP Meeting


Lots of people will help write your IEP. Some are required by law to come to the meeting (in bold letters). Others, such as you and your parents, must be invited to take part in the meeting. The people are listed below:

· ____________________ 

· Your parents 

· At least one of your __________________ education teachers
· At least one of your special education teachers 

· Other people who know you your strengths and needs very well and who can help you plan your educational program 

· Maybe OT, PT, ELL, or SL teachers

How Often is the IEP Meeting Held and How Long Does an IEP Meeting Last?

· The law says that your IEP meeting must occur at least ____________ a year. This means you attend at least one IEP meeting each year.

· However, you, your parents, or the school can ask for more IEP meetings, if any of you think that it's necessary to take another look at your IEP or make changes.

· They last about ______________________________________.

Why Should I Participate in the IEP Meeting?
· It's your educational program that everyone will be discussing in the meeting. Your opinions are an _________________________ part of this discussion. 

· DON’T BE A ________________________!!!

What Should I Do if I Want to Help Develop my IEP?
· There are five basic steps:


1. _______________ to your parents and teachers. 
2. Review last year's IEP. 
3. Think about your ____________________ and ______________________ in school. 
4. Write your goals for this school year. 
5. __________________________ what you want to say at the meeting. 


Sections of the IEP

· By law, your IEP must include _______________________ about you. This information is usually organized into the sections listed below. Your new IEP will also have these sections or information. 

1. Present levels of educational performance: This section includes precise information about how you are __________________________and sometimes in other aspects of your life

2. Goals for the year, broken down into short-term objectives or benchmarks

· ____________________ goals: year long goals

· Short term ____________________: short goals
3. An explanation of how much of your school day (if any) you will spend not participating with children without disabilities in the regular class and other school activities 

4. The __________________________  things you will need when you are taking tests or assignments and the material is too hard for you.


Modification: ______________________________________________



Accommodation: ____________________________________________
5. _____________________________ the school will start providing services to you, how often the services will be provided, and how long the services are expected to last 

6. What ____________________________________ the school will provide to you 

7. The _______________________ you need to get ready for life after finishing high school. 

Process of Getting 
Involved In the IEP

· Ask to see your _______________.

· Go through and see if your goals, interests, and accommodations still fit your needs.

· Meet with the teacher to go over these things, change goals, and update things.

· Provide teachers with a _________________________ sheet

· Write your ________________ and ____________________ what you will say during the meeting

· Invite your ________________________ to your meeting: verbal or use an invite

Example Invitation

Invitation to Susie’s IEP Meeting
Dear Mr. Jones, 

I would like to invite you to come to my IEP meeting and share your ideas. You coming to my meeting is important to me. If you cannot attend this meeting, please let me know when we can meet to talk about my IEP. Thank you.

Date: Wednesday, October 23rd

Time: 2:30 p.m.

Place: Main Office Conference Room 

Sincerely,

Susie
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