IEP and Self-Advocacy Vocabulary and Notes

Self-Advocacy:

· Ability to communicate or negotiate for your own interests, desires, needs, and rights.  It involves making informed decisions and taking responsibility for those decisions.

IEP: Individualized Education Plan

· A legal document stating how you are doing in school, lists the goals you are working on, and tells about the modifications and accommodations you need to do well.

SLD: Specific Learning Disability

· People with learning disabilities have average to above average intelligence. They have problems in a wide range of learning and/or social difficulties. (Understanding or remembering speaking, writing, reading, listening, spelling, mathematics, social information, emotional maturation, processing information, organization of things, time and/or space
CD: Cognitive Disability

· Have great difficulty in one or more thinking tasks, problems with life skills, and academic skills. 

SL: Speech and Language

· Problems with communication or remembering information, difficulties making certain sounds or problems with voice quality. Also could be problem with the rhythm of speech like stuttering. Can also be not using words and their meanings correctly, unable to express ideas, having reduced vocabulary and hard to follow directions.

EBD: Emotional/Behavioral Disorder

· Inappropriate types of behavior or feelings, unable to control actions, mood of unhappiness or depression, a tendency to develop physical symptoms or fears associated with personal or school problems.

OHI: Other Health Impairment

· Chronic or frequent health problems such as asthma, severe ADHD, diabetes, epilepsy, 
a heart condition, leukemia, and sickle cell anemia; that affects how the child does in school.
ADHD

· Have trouble paying attention, can be hyperactive and impulsivity.
Autism: 

· Problems with social interaction, communication, development of restricted and repetitive patterns of behavior, interests, and activities.

Modification:

· Something the teacher changes to help the student (ex: change a test, reduce # of items due) 

Accommodation:

· Something the teacher provides the student to help (ex: book on tape, copy of notes)

Annual Goal:

· Yearly IEP goals, bigger overall goal

Benchmark/Short Tear Objective:

· Smaller goals that you will do to reach the bigger, annual goal
Transition:

· Moving from one school or level to another. It gets you ready for the next step.

PLOP: Present Level of Performance

How you are doing in school right now

Special Factors:

· English is not the first language, behavior problems, or visual problems/deafness

ADA: Americans with Disabilities Act

· Gives legal protection to people with disabilities so that they get equal opportunities in public accommodations, employment, transportation, State and local government services, and communication services.

IDEA: 

· Ensure students with disabilities get a free and appropriate education, have their education designed to meet their needs and helps provide students with necessary learning aids, testing modifications and other educational accommodations.
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